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Our THANKS TO YOU....

We want to thank all of you who responded to our fund-raising notice in the last Newsletter.
With your support, weraised slightly over $1000, which will keep usin theblack for about two full
issues. Wegreatly appreciate each one of your contributions; when we say “Wecouldn’t doit with-
\" out you,” wemean it!
Your financial support of the Neighborhood Newsletter is always more than welcome. So if you

~ ' didn’t get achance to contribute over the summer, or if you haven’t contributed before, please consider a

donation thistime around. (Checks should be made payabl e to the Menotomy Rocks Neighborhood A sso-
ciation, and mailed to Bill Berkowitz at 12 Pelham Terrace.) Thank you again!

But we got more valuabl e feedback from you than just money, asyou also sent usmany story ideasand
hel pful neighborhood suggestions. To learn about them, and how you can help bring them to fruition, please see the story bel ow.

..AND YOUR FeepBack To Us

In our last issue, we asked for feed-
back on story ideas and suggestions for
theNeighbor hood Newdetter, to make
it more responsive to what you want to
read —which, of course, isthemainrea-
son we're here.

Andyoureplied, withawidevariety
of ideas. We're grateful to get them. So
we thought we'd list them below, both
to giveyou asense of what other neigh-
bors are thinking and perhapsto stimu-
late more ideas of your own. The com-
ments here — minus reader names — are
almost entirely verbatim; afew brief edi-
torial responsesfollow in brackets.

There' salso one next question, taken
up at the end: How can we best deal
withtheseideasand suggestions, to bring
them closer to reality?

But first, some story ideas for the
Newdetter:

“Spotlight children as well.” [Ex-
cellent idea. Any reader suggestionson
specific kids' stories, or young people
who'd like to write?]

“Articles about churches in the
neighborhood.” [We have at least four

—the Congregational, Episcopal, Greek
Orthodox, and Unitarian churches —
within a few hundred yards of each
other.]

“Interviewswith our oldest neighbors
about their early lifein Arlington.”

“What is that gas leak/oil smell on
lower Brantwood when the weather is
damp? | hear there was once a gas sta-
tion there. Isthistrue?’

“Try to shorten the name
‘Menotomy Rocks Neighborhood Asso-
ciation’ so that we canfit it on checks.”
[Thanks!; but for the moment, please
write small.]

“Include more news from the other
side of the ‘Rocks’; i.e., High Haith,
Iroquois, Shawnee, Bonad Road,
Menotomy RocksDrive.” [ Finewith us,
to be sure. Correspondents, anyone?]

“Timeliness. |.e., it makes no sense
to talk about an event in the futurewhen
the event will have passed at thetime of
publication.” [Weagree, and we'll keep
working on this|]

“Show a map that describes the
rough boundaries of the neighborhood
or your distribution area. Also what el-
ementary schoolscover thisarea? Bishop

and Brackett?’” [We distribute from
Mass. Ave. to Route 2, and from Spy
Pond about asfar up as Highland Ave.
Bishop and Brackett are indeed the two
elementary school sthat serve our neigh-
borhood.]

“Profile the Town Meeting Mem-
bers.”

“More diverse articles by more au-
thors.” [We're definitely behind that.]

“An article about book clubsin the
area: What they are reading and recom-
mending, who needs members, etc.”

“Write about the new fencing on Spy
Pond to keep ducks and geese off the
land to nest. Isit working? Reactions?’

“Perhapsit’stimeagain for an inter-
est survey on book groups, tool swaps,
babysitting coop, event ideas, etc.”

And next, some moregenera neigh-
borhood suggestions:

“How about attempting to organize
smaller neighborhood block parties?
Other ideaswould befamily eventsand
waysto meet other neighborswith simi-
lar interests.”

“Please remind neighborsto cut back
shrubsthat interferewith Sdewalk passage,



and aso any low hanging branches or
plantsover thesidewak. Theseareahaz-
ardtotheblind.”

“Teach the young baseball players
to drive more slowly around Lombard
Road and Terrace.”

“Sidewalk responsibility: Help each
other keep walks clear and sanded in
winter. Trim overhanging branches. Do
not block with parked cars, etc. Pedes-
trians — kids and adult walkers — need
our help!” [This seems to be a neigh-
borhood theme.]

“l wish there was some way we
could encourage some heighborsto take
better care of their homesand yards—it
only takes one bad apple.”

“Real speed bumps on Wellington
Street, before and after the Boys & Girls
Club.”

“Pleasant Street traffic changes—in
progress.”

“Inconsiderate peoplewho walk their
dogsandtell themto‘ use’ other people’s
lawns. As| awaysadmonished my chil-
dren, ‘One does not encroach upon
another’s property.’”

“A collective yard sale at the Park?
Spring or fal?’

“How about ahouse and garden tour
inthe neighborhood, with anominal fee
to raise money for the Newsletter?’ [A
nice idea, and not just for us; any vol-
unteers here?]

“Using Menotomy

Rocks Park for classes, or
' anything in the great out-
doors.”
7 Thanks again for all
m Yyour feedback. Having
read these suggestionsand
3 story ideas, what's the
next step? Are we ready
to convert some of these
ideasinto action?

Here's where you come in, for the
Neighborhood Newsletter and the
neighborhood itself are shared enter-
prises.

Specifically, asfor the stories, maybe
you'd liketo write ashort article on one
of these ideas, to give us alittle more
detail and to generate more reader inter-
est. Or maybe you might insert anotice

in the next Newd etter, asking othersto
joinyou.

Or maybe you could do something
elseto move your ideas forward.

Please give yourself lots of writing
room to roam, for these pages are your
pages. Just let us know what neighbor-
hood-related articlesyou' dliketo seein
print, and, within our limits, we'll try to
help make them happen. In the mean-
time, keep your neighborhood ideas, and
especialy your stories, comingin! —BB

NEwsLETTER NostaLciA: OuR

First BaBy IsGrowiING UP
by Mary Cummings (Jason Street)

The Neighborhood Newsletter has
been chronicling the history of Jason
Heights and the surrounding neighbor-
hood for 11 years now. Looking back
through the past 10 volumes, | was re-
minded of the variousthingswe used to
do and the people who have written for
or been written about in the Newsletter.
| had so much fun that | decided to add
a “Newsletter Nostalgia’ column to
reminisce about the past and to discover
episodes that have been added to the
stories neighbors have shared with us
over the years.

| started with Volume 3, Number 3,
the“ Pumpkin Issue” from 1994. In that
issue, Nils Fonstad, our first Editor af-
ter the Newsletter was revived in 1992,
said “HastalaVistal” as he went off to
graduate school at MIT. Hill’sPond was
being dredged, and Paula Spencer and
associateswere having the Maple Street
gate refurbished. Karsten Hartel re-
ported on birds, and Nancy Flynnwrote
“Spy Pond (1): A Look Back.” We also
started welcoming families and babies
inthat issue. For thiscolumn, | followed

up on one of those babies.

Born on August 4, 1994, Aidan
Wilcox wasthefirgt baby to bewelcomed
inTheNeighborhood Newdletter. Now
he has just turned nine, and his parents
Charlotte Pierce and David Wilcox
(Brantwood Rd.) are just as proud of
him. Aidan loves to read, and finished
the 850-page Harry Potter and the Or-
der of the Phoenix in five days. He en-
joystraveling, and hasvisited family in
Washington State and Texas, toured Ire-
land at age three, and Wales, London,
and Paris at age eight. Aidan loves sci-
ence, deepovers, Bionicles, and Legos;
does both children’stheater and karate;
and playsboth soccer and theviolin. His
summer moneymaking project thisyear
was “Aidan’s Fabulous $5.00 Fruit Fly
Traps,” with 20% of salesbenefiting the
Arlington Schools Foundation (order one
from fruitflytraps@piercepress,com).
Aidan’'ssister, Lillian, waswelcomed to
the neighborhood three years ago.

Wewill continuereminiscinginfol-
lowing issues. Do you have afavorite
article, topic, or issueof theNeighbor-
hood Newdletter that youwould liketo
reminisce about? Can you give us up-
dateson stories of the past? Please con-
tact us and share your Newsletter Nos-
tdgia

How WEe GET 10 YOUR DOOR
by Gene Benson (Hillsdale Road)

Thetelephonecallscomefour timesa
year, usualy from my contact inthe orga
nization. | cal her Dolores. Sometimes
they comefromhigher upintheorganiza-
tion, when Doloresison assignment else-
where. They dways ask the same ques-
tion. “Gene, it'sthat time. Can you de-
liver theNeighbor hood Newdetter ?’

| say yes. Sixty copiesof theNeigh-
borhood Newsletter soon appear at th%



front door of my house, wrappedin plain
paper, courtesy of Dolores. Has the or-
ganization instructed meto deliver them
soon because they contain time sensitive
information or can they ripen on a shelf
for afew days? When will | have time
to deliver them? Do | read onefirst?

Delivery time comes. | fold each
newsletter in half lengthwise, as | was
instructed by the organization long ago,
so they better fit between doors and in
mail dots. | take half with me and de-
liver them to Hillsdale and Stony Brook.
I go back home. | get the remainder and
deliver them to the upper part of Jason.
I hope some of my neighborsare out and
about so we can chat. | look at what has
changed on the houses. | think about the
exercisel get walking up and downthose
steps. And up and down again and again.

It takes about an hour. | feel good
about it. | will doit again next time.

Many wonderful volunteers deliver
the Neighborhood Newsdetter. If you
seeaneighbor delivering the Newsl etter
on your street, please take a moment to
say hello. It could be someoneyouwould
like to know or the start of a beautiful
friendship. If heor sheisinahurry and
can't stoptotalk, just nod knowingly and
perhaps say thanks—becausethey deliver
the goods.

Thanks to al our friendly and reli-
able neighborswho organize and distrib-
ute the Neighborhood Newsletter!
Dolores Schuder (Brunswick Rd.) hasor-
ganized thedistribution of all elevenvol-
umes. AnnTulimieri (Hillsdale Rd.) has
taken on half the job for the past severa
volumes.

And many thanksto our intrepid dis-
tributors:

JmBailey (Oak Knoll)

Mimi Barbera(Lakeview St.)
GeneBenson (Hillsdale St.)

Bill Berkowitz (Pelham Terr.)

Nan Bers (Brantwood Rd.)
Dorothy Burt (Woodland $t.)
Madeleine Drucker (Bartlett Ave.)
MaryAnna Foskett (Brantwood Rd.)
Peggy Gardiner (Menotomy RocksDr.)
Jo Hartel (Brunswick Rd.)

Janeand Peter Howard (Woodland )

Margaret (Potter) Kim (Irving St.)
Jessie Kuhn (Jason St.)

LeolaMoss (Windermere Ave.)
AmeliaMuéler (Lombard Terr.)

Jan Pagliasotti (Temple St.)
DorisPowell (Pleasant St.)

Shelley Schussheim (HighHaithRd.)
Lois Scribner (Pleasant St.)

Luanne Smith (Gray St.)

How Do WE Seenp THE M ONEY?

Six yearsago, our long-timeneighbors
Gerard and Antoinette Gagnon began anew
retirement life in Florida. But they have
stayed in contact ever since—seetheir note
below — and recently Gerard has beenin
touch with an opportunity that may inter-
est many of you.

Gerard was activein the neighborhood
and town during hismany years here, and
oneof hisactivitieswasto found and lead
the Parmenter School Neighborhood As-
sociation in the 1990’s. This group of
neighbors near the former Parmenter
School originally came together around
local parking, traffic, and playground con-
cerns, but soon began to consider other
neighborhood issuesin thevicinity. For a
while, the Association collected member
dues, which haveremained inabank up to
thistime.

But now Gerard would liketo transfer
the money back to the immediate
Parmenter neighborhood; hisand our ques-
tionfor youis“How shouldit be used?’

It's not a huge amount (about $155),
but it could serve as seed money for some
more enduring neighborhood activities—
Gerard mentions an annual neighborhood
party at the playground, an event for local
Town Meeting candidates, asmall schol-
arship, tree or flower plantings, or a his-
tory of the Parmenter School itself assome
starting possihilities.

But you may have other ideas, and
Gerardtelsushewill beinterested in know-
ing what neighborsthink. So, and especialy
if you live in the Irving/Academy/Ravine
Street area, what do you think might bethe
most effective use of these funds? Let us
know by phoneto Bill (646-6319) or Mary
(641-0954), or by e-mail to Bill
(Bill_Berkowitz@uml.edu); we' Il try to de-
cide on the most popular and feasible solu-
tionand et you know what we come up with.

Meanwhile, hereis Gerard snoteto us:

Gerard and Antoinette Gagnon
moved from their longtime Irving
Sreet home at the end of February,
1997, moving to an active retirement
community in Central Florida. While
inArlington, Gerard wasa Town Meet-
ing Member for many yearsand served
on various public and private commit-
tees. Hewasan original member of the
Arlington Historic Commission and
was a member of the Board of Regis-
trars when he moved to the Sunshine
Sate. In Florida, he has served on a
number of committeesin his 938-home
retirement community, including five
yearson its Finance Committee, two as
chairman.

It'swarmand humid in the summer,
but seldom asterribly hot asit getsin
some places up North, he says.
“ Homes, cars, and restaurants are all
air-conditioned, so it's not as bad as
some Northerners think.” He says he
misses shoveling snow. “ Great exer-
cise”

Gerard says he has gained “ quite
afew pounds’ since moving South, but
he and Antoinette are healthy and
happy. “ | don't like getting older, but
it sure beats the alternative.”

Thanksfor thinking of us, Gerard. And
now that we think of it ourselves, it would
be excellent to hear from other former
neighborsand to learn how they aredoing.
If you know any, please encouragethemto
contact us, and we'll try to print their sto-
ries. Maybe someday we could also have a
reunion of neighborhood alumni!

The Neighborhood Newsletter is pro-
duced through contributionsfrom neighbors
and the support of Print Aspects.




We have updated our Service Re-
ferral List over the summer. Severa
phone numbers were incorrect. A
couple of services were added to the list. A few were re-
moved from thelist asaresult of reports of poor service by
neighbors. Failureto respond to phone calsat all wasthe
most frequent complaint.

We are always looking for new referrals to add to the
list so please contact us if you can recommend a service
provider. Wewill try to keep thelist up to date on our web
page www.neighbor hoodnewsletter.or g. Thanks to Ken
Lubar (Gray Sreet) for maintaining the page.

Arborists
Arbor Care 648-1100
Boston Tree Preservation 729-0095
Matthew Foti 861-0505
MacDonald Tree Service 641-2600
Chuck Walton 861-2942
Cabinetry
House of Cabinets
Deborah Bishop 275-8600
Carpenters
John Sawyer 643-3536
Denis Wogan (617) 547-9229

Computer Consultant *

Greg Ruccio 648 0716
Contractors

Greg Blass 646-0292

Bob Cargnel (508) 667-2900

Rick Chadwick 646-9525

DJK General Contractors 643-9498

Feinmann Remodeling Inc. 643-6269

Measure Twice Renewals 646-6443

Out of the Woods Cabinetry

and Carpentry 641-3332

Welch Design (617) 350-5677
Decor ator

AR Decorating 729-6639

Electricians / Electrical Contractors

Keith Bryant (617) 497-5531

Entertainment / Catering

Page Carter Catering 646-5408
Flooring & Floor Refinishing

Patrick Hunt 862-3559
Gardeners*

Ferris Donham 648 7973

Gutter Cleaners *
American Gutters

Heating and Air Conditioning
Burns Mechanical

House Cleaners

Dilson and Grace Santos
Tom’s Hardwood Floors
Tony Vaccaro

Lawn Service/ Landscaping

Keith Brennan
Mike Busa
Jerry’s Landscaping

Liftingand Light Moving *
Greg Pavao

Masons
Ray Dalton

Painters

Joe Beninati
Robert Ladanyi
Jmmy Lazos
Gus Moisakis
Tibetan Painters

Plumbers

Button Plumbing
Fran DeChristoforo
Hank English

Frank Formica

E. Puopolo & Son Inc.
Patrick Young and Son
(number change)

Roofers
Chris Nolan

Wallpaper Hangers
Greg Booth

Window Installersand Repairers
J.B. Sash & Door Co.

* Addition to List

NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICE REFERRAL List UPDATE

(800) 322-1920

899-2366

(617) 782-8856
(617) 472-1291
321-1322

643-5571
(508) 875-3604
643-6490

646 9000

(508) 871-1535

438-8807
(978) 525-3532
641-0867
646-6045
608-4269

648-3064
438-9339
933-9702
641-2022
648-5239
(617) 489-4935

(617) 923-9060

(617) 473-0204

(617) 884-8940

L INKSTO STUDENT HELP

Arlington High School (316-3404).

If you need snow shoveling, raking or
other small jobs that are suitable for our *
middle or high school studentsto do, call
the LINK S program which isrun through




|

NEIGHBORS SPEAK ON BubpceT CuTs
by Mary Cummings (Jason Sreet)

Arlington’s budget deficits are forcing us to live with fewer public services and/or devis-
ing alternative means of funding them. Several of our neighbors have been actively involved in
fund raising programs such as Arlington Partners in Education, or “Friends’ groups for the
libraries, social services, and parks. Others have donated money to these organizations. Some

neighbors, however, are strongly opposed to the idea of a few private citizens alleviating the financial burden that they feel

rightfully belongs to all citizens.

Our first on-line survey asked for neighbors’ thoughts and opinions about Arlington’s budget deficits and the various efforts
that have been made to compensate for the loss of some services. The survey was e-mailed to about 40 neighbors and received
about 13 responses. Thirteen is certainly not a representative number, but it does give us a sense of how people who cared enough
to respond feel about the issues. The following is a representative sample of those we received. Several responses have been

abridged to save space.

1) We have seen some town services being cut back this sum-
mer and theremay be more cutsto come. What consegquences,
if any, do you expect these cutswill have on our neighborhood?

»  Wefed very lucky that our kidswent through the public schools
and had small elementary school classes, the gifted and talented pro-
gram, lotsof APclasses, and more. | would hateto seefamiliesleave
Arlington because the schools decline. Redl estate valueswould go
down and the neighborhood could becomeamoretransient place.

* We will fed the reduced support for schools (fewer teachers,
fewer courses offered, larger class Sizes, fewer extra-curricular ac-
tivities); reduced fire department and police department support; the
library, Public Heal th Department, Council onAging, etc.; and main-
tenance of roadsand public facilities.

* | seeless-connected neighbors; | fear that people will interpret
reductionsin library, school, and other town servicesasa“sign” to
focusontheir individua needsmore, and the community less.

¢ Some peoplewill leaveArlington, or not moveto Arlington, be-
cause of themessage ddlivered by thefailed override.

* \We Il haveto bemore pro-active to ensure street and park polic-
ing and maintenance. I’ m most concerned about cutsthat will affect
school programs. Education isthe vital fuel of our society and cre-
ativeprogramsarepart of that vitality.

2) What servicereductions, if any, aremost likely toimpact you
and your family?

* Thebigimpact | see so far is the public works department cut-
backs. | missseeing the street id ands planted, the hanging baskets of
flowers, the streets swept more frequently, the parks well trimmed
and weeded, and moreyard waste pickups. Wemay alsofed theim-
pact of theschool cutsbecausethevaueof our red estateisdrivenin
great part by thereputation of the schools.

*  Wewill beaffected by larger classes and fewer activitiesfor our
threekidsaswell asdecreased library access.

e SCHOOLS

*  Qurfamily isvery small —two older adults—and produceslittlein
theway of garbage and nothing in theway of school budget impact.
We need the streetsand parks maintained.

3) To what extent should town services be provided through
private fund-raising organizations such as “Friends’ groups,
as opposed to being provided through public tax dollars? Why?

* | thinkthereisaplacefor privatefundraising, but our taxesshould
cover the basics, like reading specidists. | am astounded that the
schoolswould cut reading specidistsbut still provide sportsuniforms.
Inatownwhere peopleareexcited about sports, I'll bet it wouldn't be
hard to raisemoney for uniforms, coaches, etc. It might dsobeeasier
to get an override passed if funding for the hockey team was on the
chopping block!

* | prefer basic servicesto be provided through tax dollars. Some
folkswon't giveto afriendsgroup, placing the burden onthosewho
give, and prioritiestend to be skewed by the private giving.

* Servicestotheresidents of thetown should be provided by rev-
enuesraised by thetown. Weliveintherichest country inthehistory
of mankind, and basic services should be available and paid for by
taxes.

* | amnotwillingto short-changemy childrenjust to makethe point
of how harmful the cutsare. A minority of householdsin Arlington
have children in the school system, so we will not reach the “no”
votersby depriving our children.

* Proposition 2 ¥zisirrationa and harmful to the community. We
should not need to have private organi zationsraise money for public
services. Furthermore, aprivate group should not havethe ability to
determine how public money isspent. For example, thegrouprais-
ing money for the schools has a priority list which was not deter-
mined or approved by my eected representatives. Also one should
not have the choice of supporting some programsand not others.

e ZEROIII

* Privateand concerned partieswill haveto step upwhen necessary.
* | think that itisimportant that thetypesof servicesthat townsand
countiesprovide areindeed provided by townsand counties. If ser-
vices are privatized or dependent on contributions and volunteers,
then they can becomerestricted or controlled by thosewho havethe
money or timeto invest in them, leaving lots of folks without ser-
vices or with reduced input or representation.

* Right now, | see”Friends’ asatemporary and necessary aterna-
tive. In thefuturewe need to fund these programsviataxpayers, be-
cause public education benefitsall. A well-educated society contrib-
utesto our overall well-being, freedom, and productivity.



* We will vote for overrides and support any
effort to get rid of Proposition 2 %2 We donated
thisyear but do not planto makesimilar donations
inthefuture. Pitchingininapinchisreasonable.
w=—=~ Depending on afew peopleto pay for the mainte-
nance of town servicesfor an extended period of timeis unreason-
able.

4) Should schoolsand librariesenlist volunteersto do thejobs
nolonger funded by thetown? Why or why not?

* \olunteers are great, but it is very difficult for a small staff to
coordinate dozensof volunteerswho can only giveacoupleof hours
aweek or less. It can befun working with agroup of neighborsto
take care of things.

* |tdependsonwhether or not thetownwill havethetimetotrain
and supervisethevolunteers. Yes, but ONLY ontemporary basis; a
civilized society provides these servicesin acountry as affluent as
ours.

¢ A strong volunteer effort can only spesk well of the community
and build community.

* Yes. And, send out abroad plea; try not torely onthe usua sus-
pects (who probably voted for theoverride).

* Yes, they should, but thetown and librarieshaveto make surethat
inareaswhere professional standards are required there are profes-
sionadstodothejob.

* | absolutely think that schoolsand librariesshould ask for volun-
teers, and that “ Friends Of” groups should step up to fill needs not
met by the town. | don’t think this should be the norm for most
services. People should definitely have the opportunity to step up
and help.

¢ Sure,if volunteerswill pull theseingtitutionsthrough during tough
times, then let’s raly. But we aso need to keep professionasin-
volved. A ba ance can see usthrough tough timesand seed thefuture.
* Volunteers can certainly enhance services, but | do not want to
liveinatown that depends onvolunteersto provide basic services.

5) Do you have any other thoughts, questions, or ideas about
thisissue?

* Thetown needs to make some hard decisions that should have
been made years ago. We should have closed an e ementary school
(Piercewould have beenthelogica one). Did anyonenoticethat we
have no problem housing all the students from whatever school is
being renovated without bringing intrailersor renting odd spacefor
theduration? That's becausewe have plenty of spaceintheschools
that exist. We paid consultantswho said we don’t need the Park Ave.
fire station. Let’scloseit. While afew people get emotional about
the Fox Library, it makes no senseto keep it open. Therearerarely
many peopleinthereand keeping it open afew hoursaweek means
cutting hoursand staff a Robbins. Having one state of theart facility
open themaximum number of hourswould benefit thewholetown.
The Fox could berented or sold to bring inincomefor thetown.

* \Weneed anew governor, someonewith somemoxie. | think
the town has not done agood job of explaining to usthe reduc-
tionsin services that we should expect as aresult of the budget
cuts. The Selectmen have been pretty silent about the entireissue
sincetheoverridevote.

* Becauseof CharlieLyons oppositiontotheoverride, | would
support an opposing candidate in the future. Sincethe override
failure was so close, his support may have made the difference
because of hisinfluenceinthetown.

* Thesdlver lining iswatching how people will rally and be-
comeinnovativeand productivefor what they believe...thus, build-
ing astronger community.

Wheredo you stand? Now that summer isover and schools
areopen, what impact, if any, havethe budget cutshad onyou
and your family? Do you have or have you heard about any
plausible or interesting solutions or means of alleviating the
situation?

And also, do you have ideas for future Neighbor hood
Newsdletter survey topics? Please mail your thoughtsto 135
Jason Street, or eemail us at  JhitesNews@Comcast.net.
Thankd

ScHTS, BITES, AND DELIGHTS
INARLINGTON CENTER

By Colin Campbell (Morton Road)

(Editor’snote: Colin, whoisa student at the Ottoson Middle
School, recently moved to our neighborhood from Arlington
Heights. He has been the Sudent Assistant Editor of the Ottoson
Chronicle and will now be joining our staff. We're glad to in-
clude his debut article here.)

Have you been to Arlington Center recently to eat, shop or
have agood time? Thereisalot more to thislocal melting pot
than meetsthe eye.

Asidefrom the good stand-bysat Au Bon Pain and Starbucks
(which both offer quality coffee and breakfast items), the new
restaurant Elements serves Sunday brunch, lunch, and dinner with
aEuropean theme (although | have not personally dined there, |
have heard many peoplerecommend it). For dinner, also be sure
totry Italianfood at LaBuonaVita. Inaddition, agreat “hidden
jewel” for breakfast isthe Town Hall Restaurant. The center also
hasfour sit-down pizzashops: PapaGino's, Arlington House of
Pizza, Steve’' sHouse of Pizza, and the new Gemelli on Broadway.

Furthermore, the Center is also a superb shopping district,
with beautiful South American crafts at Crossroads Trade, and
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quality used books at The Book Rack.
Teenagers should be sure to pay avisit to
The Magic Dragon comic book store on
Broadway (in the shopping plazabehind the
fire station). My mother’s favorite store
to purchase giftsis Divinity’s Splendour-
Glow, also on Broadway.

Findly, Arlington Center hasenjoyable
ways to spend aleisurely Saturday after-
noon or a fall evening (shops typically
close early, at around 6 or 7; restaurants
are sometimes open until 10 or 11). You
can see a show at The Regent Theater,
(check the Advocate or www.
regenttheatre.com for show times) or buy
icecream at thenew J. P. Licks. Eatitin
the Town Hall Park (Robbins Garden) with
thenewly renovated fountain, or bringapic-
nic to enjoy on one of the benches. The
RobbinsLibrary also hasawonderful col-
lection, with many classics not available
at places like Barnes and Noble or Bor-
ders.

GRAND NEIGHBORS
by Mary Cummings (Jason Sreet)

“1 get littlephonecalls, * Granny, can |
come over?, ” reported grandmother of
five, Jean Potter (Pleasant View Rd.).
Never have | met more gloriously happy
people than the five grandparents in the
neighborhood | talked to for this article.
They beam with pride and love and thor-
oughly enjoy watching their children as
parentstakeon theresponsihilitiesof child
rearing, while Grandmaand Grandpacan
relax and play withthekids. All my inter-
viewswere with neighborhood grandmoth-
ers.

Thefirst happy story camefrom Myriel
Eykamp (Pleasant S.). Myriel and her
husband Bill had a special treat this sum-

mer. Their two grandsons, Thomas (3
years) and lan (1% years), together with
daughter-in-law Jennifer, cameto visit for
three weeks while an addition was being
made to their home in Portland, Oregon.
Christopher Eykamp isthe proud father of
Thomas and lan. Their bachelor uncle,
Colin, livesin Boulder, Colorado.

Myrid and Bill usually gettovisit with
their sonsand grandsonsonly two or three
timeseach year, which made thisextended
visit extra special. After our chat, Myriel
e-mailed me the following news. “The
grandchildren had awonderful time play-
ing in the sandbox at Menotomy Rocks
Park, and at Daddy’ s school, the Parmenter
playground. | was delighted to meet Di-
ego Fonstad at the park with hisparentsand
two children. We also went swimmingin
Spy Pond just about every afternoon. Both
boys enjoyed jumping off the dock and
boating onthe pond. Our favorite expres-
sion became ' naughty beaver,” which Tho-
mas understood to refer to what we call a
jet ski.”

“While approachesto parenting seem
to changeabit each generation, | think that
kidsare pretty much the sameasthey ever
were. And grandparentsdon’t havetoworry
as much as the parents — we can sit back,
count our blessings, and keep a keen eye
out for naughty beavers.”

Talk about enthusiastic! My next chat
waswith Louise Tsoi (Devereaux .), who
proclaimed, “ Thisis the best time of my
life.” She and her husband, Ed, have
Makayla Doherty, the most wonderful
granddaughter imaginable. TheTsoishave
two daughters, LauraDoherty and Alison.
Lauraisthe proud mother of Makayla (6
months), who is “just delicious’ accord-
ing to Grandma. Makaylaand her parents
liveright inthe neighborhood, on Churchill
Avenue, so the Tsoisare getting to witness
many of the remarkabl e things she does.

Louisewill betaking care of Makayla
two half-days each week while Laura
teachesthe morning shift of ajob-sharing
position at the Hardy School. Makaylawill
be staying at the new daycarefacility at the
Hardy three mornings each week.

Louise “adored being a mother” and
watching her daughter raiseMakaylabrings
back “so many feelings from my girls.”
Grandparenting is easier than parenting

according to Louise, because her only job
isto keep theangel happy. “I get to dothe
good stuff.” “Lauraisawonderful mom,”
and it’'scuteto watch her carefully letting
grandmaknow what to do when caring for
Makayla

One of Louise's favorite things to do
withMakaylaistosingto her. Louiseloves
to sing and Makaylarespondsvery well to
her songs. Thisdevoted grandparentiseven
learning new lullabies from atapein her
car. Makaylaspent aday at thebeachwith
her grandparents one recent weekend and
Louisesaid, “ Shelovesthewater. Shewas
studying thewaves.” Of coursewe know
where L ouise' sattention wasfocused. An-
other great pleasurefor the Tsoisistaking
and showing pictures of Makayla. They
each havetheir own “brag book” whichthey
shareat every opportunity.

Jean Potter (Pleasant View Rd.) loves
every minuteof grandmothering. Annaand
her husband, Larry Dooley, arethe parents
of Jean’soldest granddaughter, Marguer-
ite (8 years). Owen (13 months) istheson
of Andrew Potter and hiswife, Annie; they
livein Brooklyn, NY, and therefore don’t
get to see Granny very often. But Marga
ret Potter and her husband Wilbur Kimlive
right in the neighborhood, on Irving Strest,
withtheir three sons, Alexander (8 years),
Daniel (4 years), and William (17 months).

Alex Kim isthe one who makes most
of the little phone calls. He and Daniel
liketo dleep over with grandma, but rather
than use the guest room, one sleeps on a
cot and the other on the floor in Jean’s
room. Alex will sometimeshelp Jeanwith
chores such as putting out bags of recy-
cling papers. Daniel isenrolledin Jean's
preschool, Arlington Heights Nursery
School, where Margaret isnow theAssis-
tant Director.

Like the other grandmothers | talked
to, Jean saysitis“delightful” towatch her
children having children. Thebest part of
grandparenting, though, is the grandchil-
drenthemselves. Jean declared, “They are
so dear to me that it's hard when | don’t
seethem for aday or two.”

“I"'m constantly with them,” stated
grandmother of eight, Mimi Barbera
(Lakeview Sreet). Her grandchildren all ;



liverelatively nearby and visit frequently.
Mimi and Kevin have three children and
eight grandchildren. Their daughter Kevyn
Fusco and her husband, Scott, livein Win-
chester with their three daughters. Brad-
ley (6 Y2 years), Nell (4 %), and Mia (3).
Sean and his wife, Sharon, are in
Williamstown inthe Berkshireswith their
three sons, James (6 years), Ryan (2 ¥%),
and Thomas (7 months). Colinand hiswife,
Sarg, livein Sharon, with their two daugh-
ters, Maeve (2 years) and Cass (8 months).

Mimi enjoys seeing her children as
parents. “Colinisastay-at-home-dad and
issuper at it!” One parent in each of her
children’s families stays home with the
children. Mimi also enjoysseeing her hus-
band asagrandfather. “Kevinisafantastic
grandfather. He'll do anything with them
at anytime.”

Thewholefamily getstogether half-a
dozen times ayear, and it’s lots of fun to
seeall the cousinstogether, especially the
fivegirls. “They go to Fitness First with
me” ; every week oneor two of themgoto
the children’ sprogram therewhilegrandma
exercises.

Thereareno bad partsto being grand-
parents, according to Mimi. “One posi-
tive[thing about grandparenting] iswhen
they all gohomeand | cansay ‘Aren’t they
wonderful? ” Her own childrenask Mimi
about child-rearing but “1 don’t remember
much.” “Usudly | say ‘Useyour intuition.’
" Asonelast word about her grandchildren,
Mimi said, “ They’'realaughaminute. I'm
sothrilled that my grandchildren have great
senses of humor.”

My last chat was with Claire Bryant.
Claireand Bob (Kensington Park) have 6
childrenand 15(!) grandchildren that they
adore. Their daughter Jennifer Duffy and
her husband Michae! livein San Diegowith
their two sons: Brian (13 years) and Chris
(11 years). The boys come to visit their
grandparents on the Cape for three weeks
every summer.

Bob Bryant and hiswife, Annette, live
in Hollis NH with their two sons. Bobby
(16 years) istheir oldest grandchild; he
made national Sophomore Hockey. Tim
(12 years) adso playshockey aswell asgolf.

Peter Bryant and hiswife, Lina, livein
Manhattan near the UN with their three
children. Luke (3 1/2years) wason Good

Morning America with the author of
Arthur. Bella(2years) isaready hailing
taxis. Rocco (6 weeks) is the Bryant's
youngest grandchild.

Tommy Bryant and hiswifeLisalive
in Lexington with their four children:
Cullen (6 years), Olivia(5years), Ronan
(3years) , and Madeline (1 1/2 years).

Matthew met his wife, Pim, at
Dartmouth and they still live nearby in
Hopkington, NY with their two girls:
Somer (3years) and Piya (10 months).

Judy (Bryant) and Dave Duffy livein
Belmont with their two children: Emily
(3years) and Nolan (5 months).

The entire family gets together at
Claireand Bob'splaceonthe Cape. Infact,
they do lots of things together; the happy
grandparents see lots of their grandchil-
dren. “I like best when | play, but help
when needed,” said Claire. The most ex-
citing part of grandparenting for her istrav-
dingwiththem, “especialy when |’ mjust
with the children. Exposing themto things
their parentsdon’t havetimefor, like mu-
seums, shows, and libraries.” Claire
clearly likes educating them.

Clairereportsthat “ Seeing all our kids
asparentsisrewarding. Thejoy they get
from their children is another measure of
thejoy wereceive.”

Five grandmothers, 31 grandchildren,
andlotsof loving; that'swhat it'sall about.
We wish continued joy to al our neigh-
borhood grandparents and their families.

NEIGHBORHOOD StuDY BEING
PLaNNED: WHAT WouLb You L IKETO

Know?
By Bill Berkowitz (Pelham Terrace)

Thisfal I’'m planning to beginaproject
to help uslearn moreabout lifein our neigh-
borhood. Asthiswork develops, I'll beinter-
estedinlearning your thoughts about neigh-
borhood life, but also your ideas about the
best questions to ask and the form of the
projectitsalf. What would you liketo know?

Therearetwo main goalsto thiswork.
Oneisto find out more about neighbor-
hood lifein general — atopic where sur-
prisingly littleisknown, especidly in met-
ropolitan suburban neighborhoods such as

ours. A second goal is more practical and
immediate; for perhapswe canlearnthings
that will help make our neighborhood an
even better placetolive.

To help accomplish these goals, | hope
to learn more from you, through both inter-
viewsand questionnaireswith arepresenta-
tive sample of neighbors over a period of
time. If it's done thoughtfully and respect-
fully, and that’ stheintent, | think thiscould
be both productive and enjoyable for all of
us. Of coursetheresultswould beshared with
youwhenthework isdone, eventhough that
may takeawhile.

But | alsowant to make surethat weare
asking theright questions, and asking them
in the right way. What would you like to
learn?Wheat informationwill bemost useful
to us? That will help us get the most neigh-
borhood valuefromthework. Sol’ [l bevery
grateful for any suggestions you may have
about good questions to ask, or methods to
use, or about the project overall. I'll try to
incorporatethem asbest | can, sothat wecan
learntogether.

If you haveany idess, questions, or sug-
gestionsof any kind, pleasebein touch.

I can be reached by posta mail a 12
Pelham Terrace, by phone a 646-6319, or
by e-mail at Bill_Berkowitz@uml.edu.
Thanks very much. I’mlooking forward to
doing somework together that may beinter-
esting and vauablefor everyoneintheneigh-
borhood.

ConTAcT THE NEIGHBORHOOD
NEWS_ETTER

We always welcome your letters,
articlesor suggestions, aswell asany

donationsyou might be ableto make.
To contact Mary Cummings, Editor:

Write to: 135 Jason St.
E-mail:  Jhitesnews@Comcast.net
Phone:  781-641-0954

To make a contribution to The
Neighborhood Newsletter: Make
checks payableto “ Menotomy Rocks
Neighborhood Association” and send
to Bill Berkowitz at 12 Pelham Ter-
race Thank you for your support.




